[Tuberculous meningoencephalitis--own observations].
Nine cases of the tuberculous meningoencephalitis in adult men and women treated in years 1993-2000 have been presented. The diagnosis was established on the basis of clinical picture and examination of the cerebrospinal fluid (CSF). Routine analysis of CSF was done, as well as the microscopic examination, biological assay, and culture on the Lowenstein-Jensena medium and using Bactec 460 TB system. Only in one case Mycobacterium tuberculosis was found in the smear of CSF stained by Ziehl-Nielsen method. In one case the biologic assay was positive and Mycobacterium tuberculosis was cultured on Lowenstein-Jensen medium. In another 4 cases the pathogen was detected by Bactec 460 TB technique. In 4 cases Mycobacterium tuberculosis was also cultured from the secretion of the respiratory tract, and in one patient urine. On chest X-ray characteristic changes for pulmonary tuberculosis were observed in 5 cases (56%). Seven patients (78%) had hydrocephalus detected on CT scan of the head. One patient died, one (11%) developed persistent complication in form of spastic paralysis of lower extremities and sphincters dysfunction. Seven patients (78%) recovered completely after the 12 months therapy with standard chemotherapeutic regimen for tuberculosis.